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For outstanding leadership in developing a flexible learning environment in teaching Law,
based on critical reflection and in response to evidence of student needs.

Overview and Context of Contribution

Over 5 years of tertiary teaching | have observed students grapple with the challenges of contemporary tertiary study.
My observations of the competing imperatives in our students’ lives are borne out by national studies (eg Universities
Australia, 2007), and my own research (Galloway, 2008). As a critically reflective teacher | recognise teaching as a
process of ‘learning and change’ (Brookfield, 1995) and accordingly, | observe and assess students’ learning needs and
their responses to my teaching to develop and adapt my teaching practice and to lead my colleagues in evolving a
sustainably flexible learning environment in our Law School. This represents a systematic approach to developing and
promoting a learning environment in which students can control their learning (Kift, 2005). | strive therefore to create a
student-centred learning environment that frees students from constraints on their learning imposed by the curricular
dimensions of time, place and organisation in the traditional Law curriculum. This is my interpretation of a flexible
learning
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resources online represents my flexible or student-centred approach to teaching — facilitating student learning at a time
and place that fits the student's own needs.

Secondly, through observation of the low numbers of students who approach me during my scheduled consultation
times, | have reflected on the nature of the power relationship between teacher and student. In response, and in

accordance with my philosophy of student empowerment and fl
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online; FAQ sites within subjects; face-to-face tutor support for video-linked classes; and more widespread use of online
communication tools such as discussion boards. This has occurred in an environment with traditionally limited use of
educational technologies and a relatively traditional, fixed approach to teaching and learning. In each case, | have
supported staff to articulate the pedagogies underpinning their introduction of this resource or approach, focussing on



