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For advancing tourism education and the learning experiences of tourism students 
through world class research, scholarship and service 

Overview 

This submission reflects the ongoing achievements of my extended career in tourism education and 
research at James Cook University. In late 1989 I was appointed as the first Professor of Tourism in 
Australia and was given the charge of establishing the first degree in tourism in the country. This was a 
unique national mandate with no predecessors to imitate, few clear ideas of what a tourism degree 
should look like and uncertain student and employer groups. James Cook University exists in a 
prominent tourism region which receives 3 million visitors and has 400 tourism businesses (Tourism 
Queensland statistics). It has been an unwavering ambition of JCU executive level staff and the policies 
and plans they have produced in the last 20 years to have a well respected and prominent tourism 
research and education presence. Quality tourism teaching and skilled tourism graduates are integral to 
the institution's vision of enhancing life in the tropics. 

My achievements in this Foundation Professor role are the basis for this submission for a Carrick award 
particularly in the way my scholarly activity and service innovations have enhanced tourism student 
learning (Criterion 5). 

Criterion 5:  Scholarly activities and service innovations that have influenced and 
enhanced learning and teaching 

The case is built on the fact that I have been acknowledged as a world class researcher (#lin Australia, 
#12 globally for quality and productivity, 125 refereed publications over 600 citations) and this 
scholarly profile and associated travel has enabled me to create and collate substantial resources (books, 
videos, tourism plans, records of projects) to enhance tourism student learning. These resources assist 
student learning by supplying credible, distinctive applied materials to challenge students to solve 
problems and simulate the design of quality tourism experiences. The benefits are reflected in student 
remarks-"really great real life examples", "puts leaming in a real context", "utilises his experiences and 
brings them to the class." My service and scholarship as the editor of Australia's leading tourism joumal 
(The Journal of Tourism Studies) has helped construct the originally meagre Australian knowledge base 
for tourism studies by editing 16 issues comprising over 200 articles. Reviewing the journal a fellow 
editor wrote: "a great contribution to students everywhere and must be great for Australian 
students."(Prof Singh 2005.) JCU student access to this world class resource is at no cost to them and 
the content is central to much thesis work and review (S), South Carolina (6), Indonesia (5) and Malaysia (4). One summarised her experience "My 

international exchange to South Carolina 

fkom JCU was the highlight of my 
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1. a sustained emphasis on a research based and professional approach to tourism education 

2. an enduring insistence on testing and evaluating the approaches taken against world class 
standards using reflection, peer appraisal and student feedback 

3. a participation in multiple levels of tourism professional conduct to develop opportunities for 
and to nurture student learning 

4. the development of imaginative, quality and contemporary resources, often where few had 
existed before to assist student learning and 

5. a leadership based resolution to demonstrate that a prominent career in research can be 
combined with and support an exemplary teaching career and the creation of enabling learning 
environments for students. 

Statement of the contribution 

Sustained emphasis on a research based andprofessional approach to tourism education 

From 1990-2007 I have consistently taught throughout the undergraduate program (First year: 
Introductov tourism, Australian tourism; Second year: Tourist behaviour; Third year: Regional tourism, 
Tourism Analysis, Research methods) and in the 
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of the program" Prof J. O'Leary -Texas A and M (2004). I have worked internationally for the United 
Nations World Tourism Organisation in their "Educating the Educators" Program and was re-invited to 
do this because of the perceived success of these week long courses for 30 academics, firstly in 
Malaysia then in China and again in Thailand. Praise fiom the participants was clear and consistent: "By 
getting us to be active learners, designing courses, assessments and teaching materials Prof Pearce 
worked with us all to benefit Chinese tourism education": Associate Dean Wu, Course participant China 
(reference February 2007). 
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*:* Participation in the tourism professional world to develop opportunities to enhance student 
leau~ting. 

I have developed multiple professional contacts to assist in providing tourism students with research 
opportunities, placement experiences and real world examples to embellish my students' learning 
environments. These roles include tourism awards judging (state and local levels), over 50 tourism 
consultancies (regionally and interstate), professional memberships (multiple international associations- 
especially the UN World Tourism Organisation), and close local involvement with tourism bodies and 
business research. Through these contacts students have been given access to contemporary tourism 
problems, have special access to data and information, been able to participate in research funded 
projects as assistants, been funded on field trips to other states and they have been able to develop 
networks for employment. The impact on student learning here is vivid and 




