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[This sbject has broghtall he aspecs of myorse bgeher. | hae spentmanyhors reading and
researching and ndersand hathis W hae © continue beyond the duration of my course . Ithas
reassred me hateducation is the area that | want to pursue.lIthas also added b mysocial
compeence (i.e., dealing i adersites). | hae learnt so much in his sbject Itald hae been

great to have had this knowledge many years afftlent ealaton, 2012).

Teaching for Learning 1 presents a pivotal moment in thudentexperience. It is the foundational subject

of the Bachelor of Education professional development strand, undertaken by sgeandstudents
enrolled across all majors, and the only one wherein 10 half days of embedded professional experience
unfold over the semester. Ifeaching for Learning 1, we have designed currical pedayogical approaches,
assessment tasks and resources to devgliop ‘novice practitioners’ (Benner, 1984jhe skills and
dispositions necessary for critically reflective practice from the very outset ofgthefiessional experience.
Experiential learning is maximised through studentsflections on the
effectiveness of theilessonimplementation the resilience required to| |fond his sbject vital. It
manage classroom stressors, and tshical dimensions of professiondl hasinflenced me greaty
practice. The subject supports students teoeflect-on-pracice in a | @S aperson and a pre
structured, informed and scholarly way, as well as reflegiracice | Service teacher (Stent
through questioning their assumptions and ways of seeing the worR#laton, 2010).

(Schon, 1987) | have learnt moreabot
edcatonal conceps han |
hag in mynole

edcatonal egeriences
(Stlentemlaton, 2011).

| hae degloped an
increased confidence in my
abilities (Stent

ewlaton, 2012).

This shjectas a lifeline

to getting where | wanted
to go. | feel accomplished
afer compleing it(Stlent
ewlaton, 2012).

This sbjecthas helped me
o deelop a professional
identity (Stlent

eglaion. 201 2).
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Professional learning and engagement is enhanced through the richness of the knowledge, skills, life
experiences and teaching exjemces that emerges in the eLearning community. To support students to
interact with peers in a respectful but intellectually robust way, we established norms regarding formality
of their communication, scholarly values and courtesy. Research, conductdd &yd colleagues in the
School (Balatti, Haase, Henderson, & Knight, 2010), confirmed that participating in the blog tasks developed
students’ professional literacies and normalised the practice of sharing professional experiences with
colleagues. At aime when teaching is being made more accountable and less autonomous, the
professional idenitresorces related to deprivatising practice are especially important in developing the
professional confidence necessary for sustainable teaching careersy3esponses as detailed in Table 2
affirm that students gained confidence in their professional identity through the supportive structures and
participation in the online blogs.

Table 2. Professional identity resources developed through blog participation
Student survey response (2009)

Professional literacies Affirstl reallystessed otabotmyabilitp vie appropriatelyot
nowfeel confidentili myniing abilites.

Sense of belonging Yo sartb feel more comforéble il gr peers alloimg more
deph ilrin he blogs.

Professional knowledge Once | improed relatng myesponse b heoryl became more
confident

Connectngtheory and practice  As tme passed | cold base he blogs more on professional egerience
tich also made he readings more clear.
Source: Balatti et al., 2010

Authentic assessment tasks€Recent reviews of Australian teacher education programs ‘identified key
assessment chienges, particularly regarding the theepyactice nexus’ (UQ, 2012, p. 11).Thaching for

Learning 1, this challenge was met because studdertirn through clearly articulated assessment tasks that
authenti(y)-4( r b)-3([-1(s)-1(m4( c)4(0)1(n)-n0()1( )1((s)-1(Td (s)Tjm4((n)0 Td [(I)21()22(wi-5(n)-1(Td (s) )1(p)-
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2012, are presented on the JCU Teaghand Learning Development website (JCU, #88E3) as an
exemplar of good practice for purposesstéaff professional development.

Our capacity to develop curri@ylresources and teaching and learnpmgcesses that reflect a command of
our field has been further recognised by JCU staff and the wider scholarly community. In a 2010 Peer
Review of Teaching, Dr Maree DirEmompson, then Deputy Head of School of Education, concluded that:

As a reflecte practtoner, Michelle is alag searching for improementand commied b research -
led, authentic pedagogylr  links to professional applicationdder commitmentd * raising the bar’of
eaching and learning is eidenced hrogh a nmber of initates and roles.

In 2013, we were awarded a JClifation for Outstanding Contributierio Student Learning. In support of
our nomination, Dr Cecily Knight, Associate Dean of Teaching and Learning, wrote:

The recentyreleased Commonealh Goernmentpackage of r eforms for eacher edcaton incldes a
focus on theteaching practicum and authentic assessmahitn schools. The staegyhatDr Lasen

and Dr Balat hae sed in developing a community of learners hatconnectniersiy - based eacher
edcabrs, sch ool-based tacher edcabrs and he stlens is one hat supports the approach being
promoted at the national levelThis shos/heare athe cutting edge in their field.

A research agenda led by Jo engaged a team of School of Education colleageesstigaiing teaching and
learning issues ifieaching for Learning 1. As a result, four peereviewed articles were publishedin the
Proceedings of the 2010 Australian Teacher Education Association Conf&elsequently, Jo has drawn
upon her experience in Teaching for Learning 1



http://www.jcu.edu.au/teaching/JCU_106056.html
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